O’ahu Civil Defense Agency: EMCOMM (EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS)

	
	
	PHONETIC ALPHABET
	
	

	A - ALPHA
	F - FOXTROT
	K - KILO
	P - PAPA
	U - UNIFORM
	Z - Zulu

	B-BRAVO
	G-GOLF
	L-LIMA
	Q-QUEBEC
	V-VICTOR
	

	C - CHARLIE
	H - HOTEL
	M - MIKE
	R - ROMEO
	W - WHISKEY
	

	D - DELTA
	I - INDIA
	N - NOVEMBER
	S - SIERRA
	X - X-RAY
	

	E - ECHO
	J - JULIETT
	0- OSCAR
	T - TANGO
	Y - YANKEE
	


When you initiate a radio call, it should be “You, this is ME.”

Example: You are “Station One.” Correct: “Station Two, this is Station One.” 

Incorrect: “Station One calling Station Two”
	EMERGENCY (E) Message(s) concerning a situation where lives are endangered or gravely impacted and immediate action/response is required. Action/response should occur within 30 minutes to one (1) hour after receipt of message. Emergency/immediate messages will be transmitted ahead of any Priority or Routine or Welfare messages.

[Emergency messages leaving the EOC must be approved and initialed by responsible authority (i.e., EOC Supervisor, elected official, or designated representive) prior to transmission of the message.]

PRIORITY (P) Message(s) concerning a situation where a timely operational response is required that would ensure that lives are not further endangered. Action/response should occur within two (2) to four (4) hours after receipt of message. Priority messages will be transmitted ahead of any Routine or Welfare messages. Most messages, during an emergency, will have Priority precedence.

ROUTINE (R) Message(s) that reflect routine data reference operational, logistical, and administrative concerns. The text of the message should state the time se of any action expected. Action/response should occur within five (5) to (12) hours. Routine messages will be handled in the order filed, after EMERGENCY PRIORITY messages.

WELFARE (W) A message(s) relating to the health and welfare of a person or persons within the affected area may be an inquiry or an advisory. Handle as as possible (ASAP) only after EMERGENCY, PRIORITY, and ROUTINE messages. Welfare messages are moved off emergency frequencies and may not be attended to for 72 hours.
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